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Rain to-day; to-morrow probably rain

and cooler; moderate north to
northeast winds.
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British Give Up
Strike Back to the South

Wets Victors
In 20 Cities;
Drys Win 19

Syracuse for Saloons De-
spite Billy Sunday’s
Aid in Campaign

‘Women Voters
Outnumber Men

Mt. Vernon and New Ro-
chelle Are in Wet
Column

7

The battlea between the wetz and

‘days at the polls in thirty-nine com-
munities of the state was on its way
8 2 nip and tuck finish early this
merning, with the wets slightly ahead.
They appeared to have won in twenty
¢ities, while the drys had only nine-
teen. :

Among the cities where the wets
werevictorious ware Syucuue_. Mount
Yarnon, New Rochelle, Ogdensburg,
Behenectady, Oswego and Amsterdam.
The "dys" appeared to have won in
Binghamton, the home of State Sen-
sor William Hill, author of the Sen-
ats resolution to ratify the Federal
amendment; in Auburn, Elmira, Cort-
B, Jamestown, Jobnstown and

whn.

- Berywhere, the yeports fIndicated,
4 feminine vote was heavy, but 'the

" women seemed to have been divided
g ‘the question’ fn just sbout the
‘mme proportions that the men weare,
Both Mount Vernon and New Rochelle,
nearby communities with a consider-
abls number of women voters, went
wet,

The Anti-saloon League claimed that
the drys would carry twenty cities as
s&minimum, while they hoped for thirty
out of the thirty-nine.

The biggest setback for the drys is
Syracuse, where they put forth the
greatest energy. Billy Sunday came on
from Chicago and made addresses at
three mass meetings, Chancellor Day,
of Syracuse University, took a promi-
Bent hand in the battle, and the drya
fully expected a victory. The wets
sfter the count last night were cor-
respondingly jubilant.

Women Voters Divided.

About 90 per cent of the registered
76,600 men and women voted, The vote
of the women was a bitter dizappoint-
ment to the drys, who had counted on
2n almost unanimous dry vote from
them. Returns show that the women
mplit about 50 per cent each way on
the proposition to oust the saloons and

8 majority of them voted to re-
tain the drug store and hotel licenses.

‘Bome of the districts containing a

foreign born population voted
#even and eight to one for the wets,
while the wardas earried by the drya
Were by the smallest margins. Heated
mentsy gtarted in some of the dis-
8 over contested ballots, and at
Rearly midnight in one district in the
ORiversity section the workers had not
Marted to count the ballots. The vote
In the missing districts, however, will
Rot materially affect the result.

Close Vote in Ogdensburg

The result in Ogdensburg is exceed-
1y close, the wets winning apparent-
¥ by about 100 votes,
Middletown, Orange County, went
» While Port Jervis, in the same
founty, on the other side of the Sha-
Wangunk Mountain, went wet.
€ wets carried Schenectady, due
biless to the large Socialist and
T vote, the votes of the men ex-
teeding that of the women, while in
Most of the citics the women exceeded
the men

Women determined the issue, About
women voted, and it ia estimated
t 75 per cent of them voted dry.

& wards in which most of the men
fnd women who are identified with the
F;;n.all University reside went dry by

i, majorities, the 4th Ward beating
#aloon by 804 and the 6th by 717.
kf'im“mn gave a very large ma-
*.‘.'l for prohibition, considering the
“hd E;nh' city, the dry margin reach-

€ result in Watertown also was
mn, the drys winning by about

hl.thnea'wmt dry by » large majority.
1

May Contest Watertown

: m‘-ﬂu liquor interests in Watertown
o Préparing to start an action to
¥Ye the election declared

illegal. The
?0:01:]?:% pt.;tilt.lonl from ‘stuty sol-
" ralning camps, asking for
s .:il'ht to votd on the quutlorf It
$¢tted by the drys that this very
o 3etion was passed
w..hut the wets

upon by the
' are not deterred
- Doubtlegy the women ull
over the
Mate wif) take credit to themselves for
# dry vietories, as they quite uni-
¥ held it to be & morn) (ssue, An
..."‘Mt in favor of the liquor busi-
“8 O economic or buniness grounds

s
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U.S. Flag toFly in Berlin—M’Adoo

through,”

here late to-day.
“The railroads must function

be able to buy Liberty bonds.

EL _PASO, Tex., April 17—"There is not enough room in this
great world for the German flag and the American fiag, and we are
going to make the American flag A
Secretary William G. McAdoo told the railroad men of El
Paso and the southwest at a mass meeti

ployes of the railroad¥companies, but of Uncle Sam, enlisted in the
great legion of liberty,” Secretary McAdoo said.

He asked the men not to become impatient because of the delay in
the fixing of the new wage schedule,
ed to the railroad men it would be

¥ over Berlin before we get
ng held upon his arrival

150 per cent, for we are not em-

adding that if a raise was grant-
retroactive, and they would then

Convicts Apply
Tar and Feathers
To Army Officer

Maj(;r Birkner, Accused of
. Espionage, Attacked in
New Mexico Prison

SANTA FE, N. M., April 17—Four
hundred convicts in the state peniten-
tiary this afternoon tarred and feath-
ered and placed a rope about the
neck of Major John M. Birkner,
of Camp Cody, Deming, N. M., held in
the penitentiary as a Federal prisoner.
He is accused of violating the espion-
age act.

Major Birkner, who was born in
Nuremberg, Germany, but who had
been in the American military forces
for more than thirty years, waa ar-
rested last Friday at Camp Cody, where
he was an officer in the 127th Field
Artillery. His home is in Lincoln, Neb.
Birkner was allowed out in the prison
yard for exercise with the 400 con-
xicta. . The wanden.knew nothing of
what was going on until he heard
cheering and rushed out in the yard
to find Birkner stripped and covered
with tar and feathers. The prisoners
with hoots were leading him about the
yard by a rope mround his neck,

Assistant Superintendent Dugan res-
cued him. The prigoners, evidently in
accordance with a prearranged plot,
had obtained the feathers from their
pillows, but where the tar came from
is a mystery.

Birkner is alleped to have made dis-
loyal utterances such as “You can't
beat the Dutch” and “The Germans will
sink American transports as fast as they
are sent over.” Birkner claimed the
chargea were spite work by subordi-
nate officers whom he had disciplined,

U. S. Flier Escapes
When Brought Down
In “No Man’s Land”

Frank L. Baylies Flees To
Safety Amid Hail of

German Bullets

PARIS, April 17.—Frank L. Brylies,
of New Bedford, Mass., a Lafayctte
flier and now a member of the “Stork"
Escadrille, to which the famous Cap-
tain Guynemer belonged, made a thrill-
ing escape from Germans who were
pursuing him aecross No Man’s Land,
where he was obliged to come down
after an aerial combat.

Hayliea’s machine ]anded about five
hundred yards from the enemy's
trenches. The Germans, who had been
watching his descent, began peppering
hiz machine with bullets. Baylies
leaped from his ’'plane and made all
speed for the French lines. The Ger-
mans left their trenchea in pursuit,
keeping up a hot fire with rifles and
machine guns. . .

Chansseurs from the French lines, wit-
nessing the race, opened ﬁrg on the
Germans, killing one and driving _the
rest back to their trenches. Baylies,
who has some record as an athlete,
sprinted on. Later he declared that
naver before had he covered the ground
so fast as in the last sixty yards of
that run home. )

The French general commanding the
sector personally congratulated the
American soon after his arrival. Bay-
lies, according to the official records,
has brought down four German 'planes,
and in addition one not officially re-
corded. Four of these machines were
two-seaters. He wenrs the French War
Cross with four pelms and the Military
Medal. ' .

‘When Baylies offered himaelf for en-
listment in the United States air ser-
vice he was rejected becuuse of de-
fective vision,

Reichstag Urged to End

Air Raids on Towns

LONDON, Aprll 17—A Reuter's dis-
patch from Amsterdam says that, ac-
cording to advices from Berlin, during

s witting of the Reichstag
{f:::ré:fy: Hocialint, suggested making
an agreement with the llies to ceane
serial attacks on open towns outside

one.
th:i“é:a::mment representative replied
that no official request hitherto had
coma from the Allies, but that should
it he recelved, ithond be examined by
h 111t authoritios,

: tV;ﬂun :It'lrayllcichltag reassembled new
tuxstion bills by the Bundesrat were

Winued on qut Pa.ye, Coi 4

e .

{ntreduced, The proposals include a
apirits monopoly and beer and wine
taxos,

|Cyclops’s Mystery

To Be Cleared, Says
Commander’s Wife

Mrs. Worley Declares That
Fate of Collier Will Be
Known in 24 Hours

NORFOLK, Va., April 17.—Mrs.
Selma W. Worley, wife of Lieutenant
Commander George Wichtman Worley,
commader of the missing naval collier

Cleclops, came to a local newspaper of-
fice to-night and declared that the mys- |
tery surrounding the disappearance of |
the ship and its 293 passengers and |
crew, will be cleared up within the
next twen'ty-four hours.

“In one statement Mra. Worley is
quoted as paying thatthe Cyclops was
safe in a South American port, and an
official announcement regarding the
vesgsel would be made shortly,

Mrs. Worley is known to have via-

ited families here who have relatives
on the ship, and told them not to worry
any longer, ae the mystery soon would
be cleared,

Cyclops Seized or Sunk

By Foe, Capital Fears
WASHINGTON, April 17.—Diligent
search by naval and merchant chips
has failed to disclose the slightest
trace of the missing naval collier
Cyclops. With the passing of the
forty-fourth dav since the vesscl =ailed
from Barbados for an Atlantic port,
belief is growing at the Navy Depart-
ment that in some way she has heen
destroyed or captured by the enemy.
How' this could have happened no
one professes to know, but officials re-
gard it as almost impossible that any
accident could have caused the sea to
swallow up the big vessel and the 293
persons on board without leaving a
trece, and some think sooner or later
an enemy announcement will c¢lear up
the mystery,

Publication of a dispatch from San
Francisco quoting Mrs. A. M, Anger-
mann, a sister af Lieutenant Command-
er G, W. Worl:y, commanding officer
of the Cyclops, as saying their family
neame was Wichtmann and that her
brother was born in Germany and
came to America as a child, led to an
examination to-day of the commander's
record at the Navy Department,

It shows that Worley entered the
Navy twenty-eight years ago znd, at
that time, gave San Francisco as his
birthplace. He attained the rank of
master in the navy auxiliary and for
years, commanded colliers and supply
ships, When the auxiliary was merged
with the naval volunteers after the
United States went to war, Worley was
in command of the Cyclops, and he re-
tained ‘that assignment, with the rank
of lieutenant commander.

Mrs. Werley, who lives in Norfolk,
Va., cxplained there to-day that her
husband's name was changed legally
at Port Orchard, Washington, when he
was a young man and before he en-
tered the naoval serviee. She con-
firmed the statement that he was born
in Germany, but declared he always
was an enemy to that country. His
foster, futher, she said, was named
Worley, and he went into court to le-
gally adopt the name of George Wicht-
mann Worley.

Ruse With Gas Shells

Kills 2,000 Germans .

PARIS, April 17.—The evolution of
the use of gas shells has taken sur-

prising form in tho present battle, One |

| operation

N. Y. Canals
Taken Over
By McAdoo

Erie and State System To
Be Operated by the
Government

New Barge Lines
To Aid Railroads

More Inland Waterways
Will Be Commandeered
in Few Weeks

WASHINGTON, April 17.—Director
General McAdoo to-night ordered that’

the Erie and New York State Barge|
Canal system be taken over by the rail- |

road administration and that a fleet of
barges be conatructed immediately and
operated there under the direction of
G, A. Tomlinson, of Duluth, Minn., to
ralieve freight traffic,

This. is the first inland waterway
whose operation unden the railroad ad-
ministration has been definitely de-
cided upon as a result of the extensive
investigation made by the Committee
on Inland Waterways of the railroad
administration. Within a few weeks,

however, the Director General is ex-
pected to order several other canal sys-

tems and navigable rivers, including!

the Chesapeake and Ohioc Canal, the
Black Warrior River in Alabama and
several Atlantic coast waterways used
actively by the railroad administration
to relieve traffic on the rail lines. Con-
struction of barges within two or three
months and their intensive use: in the
late summér ‘and fall is planned. In-
vestigation now is being made of the
practicability of concrete barges which.
it is said, can be built quickly and
cheaply.

The Director General announced that
“he had decided to construct as quickly
n8 possible and put into operation =
line of barges to be operated by the
government on the Erie Canal.”

“The barges,” the announcement
eontinued,
struction of the most improved type
and will be operated in conjunction
with and as a part of the general rail-
road and waterways transportation sys-
tem of the country under the control of
the Director General of Railroads.
This will insure the complete cobrdina-
tion of the Erie Canal facilities with
the railroad faeilities, and it is hoped
will greatly enlarge the available
transportation facilitiea throughout
Eastern Lerritory.

“G. A. Tomlinson, of Duluth, Minn.,
a man of large practical experience in
lake navigation, has
general manager of the Erie Canal op-
erations, including the construction of
the barges and general equipment.
Under government control of the rail-
roads and the canal there can be
diverted to the canal all of the traffic
that can be hendled to the best ad-
vantage by water, and the canal be
muade in the highest degree serviceable
in the present situntion.”

Several hundred steel barges of
about 700 tonk each will be ordered im-
medintely from construction companies
on the Great Lakes, and the first of
these probably can be completed in five
or six wecks. Each will cost about
$60,000. Mozt of the old eguipment
will not be used to any great extent.

The canal system, running from Buf-
falo to Waterford, near Troy, on the
Hudson Itiver, is capable of carrying
about 10,000,000 tons of freight a sca-
son, and probably half of that amount
will be hauled this year. Grain from
Buffalo and conl from Ithaca and Wat-
king, N. ¥, will be the principal com-
modilies transported. Grain will move
through the eanal and down the Hud-
gon River to New York, where it will
be taken largely by the food admin-
istration’s grain corporation for stor-
age and transshipment to Europe,
Coal will be carried from Troy and
other uEper Hudson terminals by rail
to New England.

State to E;;perate
With R. R. Board in

Operating Canals!

ALBANY, April 17.—Government
under the direction of the

railrond administration of New York

’ > 4 1 V'
new method iy to fire heavy slowly dis- | State's barge c‘}“ﬂt sytem, which was
persing gases along charted ]aneﬂ!announcnd to-night by Director Gen-

against the enemy, fillin
ternate spaces with quickl]
ing poison fumes. Storming attacks
are then made by troops, who charge
when a sufficient interval of time has
been given for the light gases to rise.

The British ﬁunnnru at one part of the
ling threw shells charged simply with a
ptinking composition. The Germans,
after n few hours, discovered that this
was non-poleonous, and began leaving
nside their masks. After these shells
had been fired for another twelve
hours, there was a sudden change to
poison gases. About two thousand Ger-
'mans were caught without their masks
and suffiocated,

Drate to Call'Men
21 Since Last June

WASBHINGTON, April 17—The Sen-
ate resolution for registration of men
who have reached twenty-one years of
age sinco June 5, 1917, was ordered

favorably reported to the Houne to-day,
The registration date will be fixed by
Presldentinl proclamation,

r

in 'the al-|tral of Railroads McAdoo, will not in-
y disgipat- | terfere with the constructlon work on

the system now under way, or contem-
plated, it was stated by representatives
of the Btatg Department of Public
Worlis,

Under the state constitution the title
of the canal property must remain with
the state, Director General McAdoo's
announcemont was interpreted to mean
that the railroad administration would
simply direct the operation of freight
and the disposition of barges and
boats. It was pointed out that under
Federal control it would be possible
to lease, purchase, build or even com-
mandeer tonnage for use of the canal
if found necessary,

Word from Washington regardin
Director Genera]l McAdoo's order ha
been anticipated by officials here, in
view of the conference last week be-
tween representatives of the railroad
administration and the State Canal
Board and Governor Whitman.

“The action of the Diractor General
meets with our heartiest approval,”
Governor Whitman stated to-night, “It
was really done at our requeat, and
we will give the plan our entire co-
operation,”

“will be of modern con-|

been  appointed |

lHaig' Prepares
To Keep Foe

iINew Positions on Shorter
Lines Easier to Defend
and to Supply

Loss of Territory
. Counts for Nothing

Germans Becoming Ex-
hausted After Hurling 28
Divisions Into Battle

By Arthur S, Draper

[Tribune Cable Service]

LONDON, April 17—The situation on
the northern battlefront causes exceed-
ing anxiety, but there is confidence the
future will become increasingly bright.
Looking at the battle from a broad
viewpoint, the British line running
northeast from north of Bailleul to
Ypres is much stronger than it has
been since the armies settled down to

trench warfare over three years ago.
To prevent misunderstanding, I must
add that the Germans still hold the
initiative, that they are fighting for o
finish, and that the battle is likely to
icontinuc desperately for some days be-

fore the Allies are out of the woods.
| On the other hand, the British have
{gshown a readiness to adjust them-
selves to the military exigencies with-

out regard to the moral effect.
_ British Hpve Bhorter Front
What has happened on the frbm
' Ypres? e
| Here the British had a salient which
|narrowed es the enemy advanced
| through Bailleul. With the loss of
| Bailleul the difficulty of supplying the
defenders of this salient greatly in-
{creased. After holding the Ypres
salient for sentimental reasons since
| the spring of 1915 the British attacked
on July 31 last and continued the cam-
paign until November. Against tre-
mendous obstacles and at a heavy cost

Haig's men obtained a fairly strong
hold on Passchendaele Ridge. It was
a campaign which many timea was on
the eve of a great victory, only to be
balked the next day.

Now the British have fallen back to
a position easier to defend and easier
to supply from the PuperinF;he region.

Territory counts not at all
sitions mean everything. The British
i have a shorter front and can now de-
| fend the Channel ports with increased
hope of success. Their retirement was
conducted in order, and skilfully, and
the German claims in this region must
bg read in the light of the facts stated
above.

' Germans Exhauating Themselves

Ludendorff has hurled twenty-eight
divisions against the British since the
opening of the Battle of Armentieres,
and though they were the pick of his
storm troops nature aparently has be-
un to reber. The tired, battered, strong-

earted British defenders have not soc-
rificed themselves in vain, for they
served as a wall ageinat which the
Germans slowly but surely-are ex-
hausting themselves.

No army in history has stood the
hammering the British have undergone.
Several times Haig’s line has been per-
ilously thin and
thrice, it has beédn broken, but always
the dam has been repaired and the flood
stayed. . ¥

A year ago General Plumer., who is
now f:ulding the enemy along the weat-
ern slopes of Messines Ridge, wae di-
recting the sweep of the same place
which resulted in the capture of 14,000
prisoners and was tne most succeszful
single offensive undertaken by any
British general. .

Three years ago, in the Ypres region
to the north the British, and especially
the Canadians, were making their fa-
mous stand, though waves of gas swept
over them, which saved the Channel
ports,

Ludenderff has abandoned the tac-
tics of 1914, which called for a good
deal of enerpy in crossing the Ysgr.
and has adopted the plan of 1915, His-
tory is repeating itself, the blood-
snaked country of Flanders is being
drenched afresh, and the British, with
the French, are now making a stand
along a line stronger than that which
they held in 1916,

Though the German success proh-
ably exceeded the cnemy's expectation,
| just as the Amiens campaign proved
a considersble disappointment, neither
hassbrought decisive resulta and th_gre
i3 justifieation for a feeling of relief,
though the morrow may contain many
anxious moments. .

From Merville southeast ta Givenchy,
the strongest position on the British
line, the situation continues satisfac-
tory and a powerful attack ia being re-
pulsed,

Bernhardi Slowed Down

The famous General Bernhardi,
who prides himself on his resourceful-
ness and adaptability to circumstances,
has been slowed down for the last two
days. Fog, mist and rain enshroud the
battlefront and conditions could hardly
be worse, but still the fighting econ-
tinues day and night without cessation.

The heartening thought is worth
bearing in mind at sll times that the
French army is conalderably larger
than the British, that it is still intact,

From Channel

now; po- |

Wide Belt Before Ypres;
; Fail to Hold Gains
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by tne row ot rectangles, the part
uncertain.

In consequence of German gains to the south the British have given
up the shaded ares east and northeast of Ypres. The new line is shown

indicated by hollow rectangles being

The Germ_aifs attacked on'a fifteen-mile front between the two arrows
on the map yesterday, taking Meteren and Wytschaste a second time.
. The splid line is the front before“¥ha offensive -~ - S

No Reason to Despair,

T

General Haig Is Fighting
A Waterloo, Says Maurice

British Army Terribly Hammered, but Another
Blucher Is Marching to Battlefield and There Is

Declares Military Expert

[By Tho Associatod Press)

LONDON, April 17.—Regarding the
war situation from a breoad point of
view, there iz no reason to despair,
Major Genera! F. B. Maurice, chief
director of military operations at the
British War Office, said to-day. After
deseribing the events of the last
twenty-four hours, he continued::

“What of the whole battle situation?
Our army has been going through a
very severe gtrain, and that strain has
been reflected at home. The situation
has had its eritical moments and still is
decidedly anxious,

front and must accept the consequences
of that prineciple. We must lock at the
whole battle not from our army's sac-
rifices and sufferings, but from the
stn'ndpqint of the whole Entente.

“The British army is playing the
role which it often hes played before.

twice, or perhaps|It is fighting a Waterloo while Blucher

iz marching to the battlefield. Multi-
ply the Battle of Waterloo a hundred-
fold and the situation at noon in that
battle correaponds to the situation now
Lin the great world hattle.

No Reason to Despair

“The British army is under a ter-
rible hammering, but providing we
stand that hamering without breaking,
and providing Blucher is marching to
the battlefield, there is no reason for
discourageraent.

“The enormous task which the Brit-
ish army has performed and still is
performing may be shown by a few fig-
ures. In this battle of Armentidres
the Germans thus far have engaged
twenty-eight divistons, end since March
21 they have engeged 126 divisions.

“0Of these the British army alone has
engaged seventy-nine, the French alone
have engaged twenty-four and the re-
maining twenty-thred, have been en-
gaged iy the British and French to-
gether. :

“0f the German divisions which the
British engaged, twenty-eight have
been fought twice and one thrice. Of

the German divisions which the French
engaged, four have fought twice. Of

‘But remember we |
have accepted the principle of a united |

the German divisions which the French ! but by more

and British engaged together, fifteen
have been fought twice and one thrice.

“It is unpleasant business standing
the hammering, but so long ns we can
stand it the only question to be naked
is: What is huppening to Blucher?
What has become of the reserves?

“Although the French army is larger
than ours, we have taken the strain of
these battles off them. There iz no
rerson to be in a state of despair if
the situation is regarded from a broad
point of view and if we regard our
great sacrifices rightly as a necessary
| part of the great drama.”
| Describing recent events in detail
General Maurice said:

“I returned last night from France.
The situation yesterday was very anx-
ious. The Germans had taken Bailleul,
Meteren and Wytschaete snd had
brought four fresh divisionas into ae-
tion against us. If the enemy could
have maintained that pressure there
looked to be vital danger to the ridge
of heights which includes Mount Kem-
mel, and which is the backbone of our
defence on the northern portion of the
battlefront.

“The ﬁewg last night and to-day ia
better. While 1 am not able to Bay
definitely that Wytschaete is entirely
in our hands, we hold the greater pert
and probably the whole of it. (The
Eritish night statement said Haig's
f_orceg had again been obliged to re-
linguish Wytschaete.)

“As mentioned in TField Marshal
Haig's communiqué, we made a with-
drawal to a new line in the Ypres
salient. The withdrawal was decided
upon on Sunday. It was carried out
partly on Sunday night and completed
on Mnnda}'.l It is a regrettable mili-
| tary necessity which forces us to give
{up ground which we won at such heavy
cost. On Tuesday the Germans were

still shelling trenches which we had
left the day before.

. “Preparations for shortening our line
in the Ypres salient were made seme
time ago, and the decision to carry it
out was reached before the fall of Bail-
leu] owing to the danger offered to our
positions in the salient from a flank.
Ing movement. The withdrawal was
not dictated or governed by the ad-
verse course of events around Bailleul,

general considerations.”

LONDON, April 17—The losses to
British shipping by mine or subma-
rine in the last week totalled fifteen,
according to the Admiralty report to-
night. Eleven of the merchantmen
sunk were 1,600 tons or over, and four

that it is under Foch's orders, that the

French always repoy a compliment.

also was sunk.

|

British Lose 15 Ships in Week

| Twelve vessels were unsuceessfully
|attacked. The arrivals numbered 2,211;
| sailings, 2,456,

In the previous week only six Brit-
| ish merchantmen were sunk by mine
| submarine, four of them of more

| or
| than 1,600 tons. This was next to the

Somme saved Verdun and that the under that tonnage. One fishing vessel |lowest weekly record made by the

U-boats since February 1, 1917,

French Now
Are Fighting
With English

. In the North

German Assault on 15-
Mile Front Forces
Straightening of

Haig Line

}Beléians Repel

| Heavy Attack

British Recapture Wiyt-
schaete and Meteren,
but Are Ousted by

Terrific Pressure

Overwhelming German pressure
brought the enemy fresh suc-

cesses on the great battlefield of
Flanders yesterday,

Not only were gallant Freneh
counter attacks fruitless on the
northern flank of the German
salient and apainst Messines
Ridge, but to the north Haig's
forcgs were fproed to relinquish
virtually their entire gains of
last year, including the Pagschen-
daele sector, which they won step
by step at enormous cost.

The Germans now hold Lange-

marck, Poeleapelle, Passchen-
daele, Gheluvely and Beclaere.
Before a sullen British retire-
ment they marched into this wide
strip of territory, not fighting,
but suffering from a galling Brit-
ish fire. London announces that
some of the accompanying de-
tachments were “‘destroyed.”

From Messines Ridge westward the
British also failed to recover
ground. For a few hours Tues-
day night the tired defenders
were nerved to fresh efforts and
swept back up the lost ridge and
into the town of Wytschaete.
But the strength of German
numbers forced them out again.

The same story was repeated at
Mestren, which the British recon-
quered, only to lose it. A furi-
ous German attack on a fifteen-
mile front from beyond Wyt-
schaete to the Nieppe Forest
flulg the British back to the line
they stood on Tuesday.

But the French who were moving
to Haig's support ‘“rapidly and
in great strength” have arrived.
Berlin reports the French ‘coun-
ter attacking beside the British.

The Germans started a'mew opera-
tion against the Belgian front
between le Blankaert Pond and
the Ypres Railway (a five-mile
front), and forced themselves in-
to the defending outposts. Coun-
ter charges restored the Belgian
line and yiclded 600 German
prisoners.

F. B. Maurice announced, the
Germans had used in battle 128
divisions, of which 79 had been

against the French and 23 against
combined Anglo-French forces.
Correspondents yesterday put the
total German strength in the
West at 202 divisions.

German Casualty
Lists Own Answer to

Their Gains on Map
OTTAWA, April 17—“The last
twenty-four hours have been any-
thing but a good time for the ene-
my,” says the Reuter’s correspondent
at British headquarters, in a dis-
patch filed to-day. “Ludendorff is
doubtless telling the Germans to look
at the map. The answer is: Tell
them to look at their casuality lists,

“Our shortening of the Passchen-
daele salient, and the giving up of
the ground won last autumn, has not
been- in vain, since it played a larza

part in wearing out the enemy, the
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Since the opening of offensive op-'
erations on March 21, General
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thrown against the British, 24 -



